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Inside this issue: 

Warners Bay Early Learning and Care 
Centre kindly hosted our 25 July Network 
Meeting. Early childhood teacher,        
Rebecca Kidd, shared her amazing ex-
periences in children’s services in Europe. 
Rebecca visited Denmark in July 2004 
and has recently returned from France.  

Rebecca Kidd shares the wonder of her experiences in 
Europe. 

Rebecca was inspired by the children’s 
capabilities. Children are independent 
individuals, raised in a democratic spirit 
where focus is on dialogue with others 
and shared decision making. They are 
seen as valued members of the commu-
nity. 

Rebecca’s slide show highlighted the fo-
cus on the appreciation of cultural values 
and the rich interaction with the natural 
environment. Children and staff engage in 
spontaneous excursions into the commu-
nity such as local farms, forests, muse-
ums, businesses and to crafts people. 
Rebecca discovered through the forest 
excursions the underlying conviction of 
the people of Denmark was to foster a 

deep psychological appreciation of forests, farm-
lands, seashores, animals, mountains and mead-
ows. Attitudes to nature formed in childhood are 
values to hold throughout life. Being outdoors 
more often the children are learning about the 
environment and how to behave in it and above 
all how to look after it. The interdependence of 
man and nature is central to their learning. 

Rebecca’s experience has changed her philoso-
phy of early childhood education. The opportuni-
ties she provides for children includes 

• Participation in decision making and problem 
solving which empowers them  

• Focus on importance of relationships. Being  
more sensitive and respectful to the children  

• Excursions encourage children to explore 
openly and with all their senses. They are 
learning in the most meaningful way possible, 
through first hand experience. We need to 
ensure that these experiences are highly val-
ued by parents and the wider community. 

• Children naturally want to know more about 
the places and people in their world. They 
also want to know how much danger there 
might be and how far they can safely go in risk 
taking. They want to ’have a go’ and they 
need support from others.                            

”If a child is to keep alive his inborn sense 

of wonder...he needs the companionship of 

at least one adult who can share it,       

rediscovering with him the joy, excite-

ment and mystery of the world we live in.” 

Rachael Carson ((1956) 1998)  
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SPROuts  Practice’ Award 2006SPROuts  Practice’ Award 2006SPROuts  Practice’ Award 2006SPROuts  Practice’ Award 2006 
SPROuts are on again this year. Have you considered entering?                     

You have to be in it to win it!!!   Want to know more?   Download an entry form at 

www.earlychildhoodaustralia.org.au/nsw_branch/eceen.html or 

Call Julie Gaul on 9398 4374 or email: nsweceen @earlychildhood.org.au  
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Maryjane Minshull, Director of KU Peter Pan, La Perouse 
Preschool entered their Organic Eco System in  the 2005 
SPROuts Award.  

A recent visit to see how the Organic Eco System is progress-
ing demonstrated that each project has been built upon.  
Maryjane says ‘its’ simple and easy. It is so embedded in our 
every day activities.’  

The name Organic Eco System is used because it describes 
the interconnectedness of the activities. Thriving in front of a 
north facing brick wall is the bountiful, chemical free, vegeta-
ble garden, decorated with the children’s clay work. This pro-
ductive garden is rewarded with compost made from the chil-
dren’s food scraps and with the help of manure from those 
valued members of the preschool community, the chooks!  

Maryjane Minshull and the productive, organic garden 

Chooks hatched from eggs have become part of the everyday 
activities of the preschool community. The chook house was 
built from recycled materials by a parent. Families provide 
food scraps for the chooks daily and during holidays it is an 
honour to be the lucky family that cares for them. The chooks 
are kept in their house while the children are at preschool. 
The chooks are now part of the curriculum, not only is their 
lifecycle fascinating to the children, they are a feature of art 
works, new language – in vocabulary and print. The “girls” 
photos take pride of place in the foyer and the children enthu-
siastically introduce them to visitors.   

        

The girls are enjoying food scraps brought in by the families  

Lifecycles are everywhere, a mulberry tree has been planted 
to ensure a consistent supply of leaves for the silk worms as 
the supply in the neighbourhood is diminishing. 

 

 

 A frog pond has also been installed. It is an old bath set into the 
ground with a steel mesh covering it. There’s a viewing bench for the 
children. Tadpoles from the pond are kept inside in a tank for the chil-
dren to examine more closely.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             
The outdoor environment at Peter Pan La Perouse is enhanced by  
natural play spaces.  Most of the plant species are natives which im-
proves the biodiversity of the area, offering more opportunities for the 
children and staff to interact with the wonder of nature.                  
Nature is a big focus of the children’s art. Materials are often collected 
by the children and used indoors. Sand play is also supported by the 
use of a large range of natural materials that the children collect from 
the garden. 

Low waste lunches are the everyday ‘thing’. The children have be-
come waste experts, not only can they sort their waste into green, 
paper, glass and plastics, but are now sorting their green waste  for 
compost or the chooks. 

The Peter Pan Organic Eco System is dynamic and evolving. The 
activity of egg hatching has given birth to a lot more than three hens. 
‘From small things big things grow’.                                               
Tips: 

∗ Start with your own purpose and direction. It is important that 
you follow through with your own ideas 

∗ Celebrate, consolidate ‘small wins’ and build on them.  

∗ Make teamwork and mentoring a tool to create a collaborative 
learning culture 

∗ Informed reflective practice is essential 

THE ORGANIC EXPO, DARLING HARBOUR, 23JULY 

 

 

 

 

Sean Heaton, MC & Nutritionist; Helen Nippard, ECEEN; Jo Immig, Toxic 
Network; Tony Sharpe EC Chef & nutrition teacher                              

 Helen Nippard, Convenor of ECEEN gave tips on connecting 
children and nature as part of an interactive panel discussion 
at the Expo, ‘Putting Children and Nature Back Together 
Again.’  
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Update of SPROuts Winner Update of SPROuts Winner Update of SPROuts Winner Update of SPROuts Winner ----    Wollongong  TAFE Children’s CentreWollongong  TAFE Children’s CentreWollongong  TAFE Children’s CentreWollongong  TAFE Children’s Centre    

 Growing things constantly fascinates the children. They are 
enthusiastic participators in propagating seeds to later plant in 
their food garden. Experimenting with sprouting different 
vegetables also created a lot of interest in seeds, carrot tops, 
onions, potato eyes, etc.                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Waste management involves many activities at Wollongong 
TAFE Children’s Centre. A local worm farmer provides ongo-
ing support after helping to establish their worm farm. A visit 
to their local waste management centre continues to keep 
children and staff motivated. The compost bin takes pride of 
place near the food garden. Low waste lunches are encouraged 
by posters near the kitchen. All green waste is used on site. 
Re-use of materials has a focus along with sorting waste for 
recycling.  

                                                                                                                                
Jodie shares her passion and enthusiasm for the environment  
with her colleagues at conferences and meetings. She has 
built a strong involvement with the TAFE and local community 
to support their endeavours in education for sustainability.  

At Wollongong TAFE Children’s Centre the impor-
tance of the environment is re-
flected everywhere.                   In 
the foyer, a giving tree has been 
installed to promote World Envi-
ronment Day. Children, families 
and staff are encouraged to 
place a  promise for the environ-
ment. Examples include pack a 
waste free lunch once a week, 
turn off the tap when I clean my 
teeth, use both sides of the pa-
per when writing or drawing, etc. 
Leaf shaped pieces of paper and 
pencils are provided near the 
giving tree.                             
Outdoors, a native garden     at-
tracts an extensive range of in-
teresting visitors (insects, birds 
and lizards) which fascinate the 
children and staff  and provide 
opportunities for open-ended 

experiences and an appreciation of nature. 

Jodie O'Leary, Director of Wollongong TAFE Children’s 
Centre, winner of 2005 SPROuts Award is the force. 
She says their program for education for sustainability is 
a dynamic thing! It is part of the every day rather than a 
special activity. It has continued to grow and develop as 
the children, families and staff’s interests change.  

 Chemical use is minimal. A workshop provided by the 
local council helped get them started. The pest manage-
ment plan used by the centre requires regular docu-
mented inspections. This ensures that any outbreaks 
are dealt with early and non chemical solutions are tried 
first.    

 

 

ECEEN MEETS EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATORS FROM REGIONAL NSW 

The Country Children’s Services Associations Annual Conference at Tweed Heads in June proved to be a wonderful springboard for 
early childhood educators from all over NSW to find out more about education for sustainability and the role of ECEEN. A display stall, 
workshop and networking session was presented by ECEEN committee members, Monica McAuliffe, Deb Watson, Helen Nippard 
and Julie Gaul.                                                                                                                                                                                 

ECEEN would like to welcome all those new members and look forward to sharing and supporting their efforts in education for sus-
tainability.  

Want more ideas to get started with Want more ideas to get started with Want more ideas to get started with Want more ideas to get started with 

your environmental policy? your environmental policy? your environmental policy? your environmental policy?     

Check ECEEN website for helpful links and SPROuts 
Award case studies  

www.earlychildhoodaustralia.org.au/nsw_branch/eceen.html   



 

 

Fundraising ???Fundraising ???Fundraising ???Fundraising ???    
Why not try something that is more respectful of the Why not try something that is more respectful of the Why not try something that is more respectful of the Why not try something that is more respectful of the 

environment and healthy?environment and healthy?environment and healthy?environment and healthy?    
check out the Green Canary at 
www.greencanary.com  

Looking for environmental educational ideas??? Looking for environmental educational ideas??? Looking for environmental educational ideas??? Looking for environmental educational ideas???     

    Why not try a Resource Kit, available on loan for 

2 weeks. It contains reference & children’s books, 

videos & much more... 

www. 
earlychildhoodaustralia.org.au/

nsw_branch/eceen.html 

Green Dates 

 WEBSITESWEBSITESWEBSITES 

WAWAWATER SAVINGTER SAVINGTER SAVING                                                                                                                                                                                    
Thinking of introducing measures to conserve water 
in a holist way?                                                          
Try Enviroplumber TM , an initiative between Department 
of Environment and Conservation NSW and the 
Plumbers Association   1800 424 181 
www.enviroplumber.com.au                                                                          
WASTE WASTE WASTE                                                                         
The Bokashi Bucket         www.bokashi.com.au 
TOYS TOYS TOYS                                                                                    
Multicultural and indigenous products -                    
Leave it to Leslie                                                 www. 
leaveittoleslie.com.au  

 Plantaion grown timber toys -    Mahkupu                          
email:mahkupu@hotmail.com   

Our aim is to bring together 

interested people and 

organisations in order to 

promote the paramount 

importance of integrating 

environmental education        

into all facets of young 

children’s lives in NSW 

What’s on 

AUGUSTAUGUSTAUGUSTAUGUST    

AUGUST 3 

Early Childhood & the Environment 
Meeting, Bega 

AUGUST 21-23  

Kidsafe National Playground       
Conference . Manly Pacific, Sydney.  
Speakers, Workshops, Forums, Field 
Trips & Design Awards 
www.kidsafensw.org  

SEPTEMBER SEPTEMBER SEPTEMBER SEPTEMBER       

      Be There          Be Aware      Be There          Be Aware      Be There          Be Aware      Be There          Be Aware    

      ECEEN AGM                  
date to be advised 

SEPTEMBER 20 

KU Workshop- Environmental Sus-
tainability at Grevillea Preschool 
Hornsby                                             

ENVIRONMENT CONFERENCES  ENVIRONMENT CONFERENCES  ENVIRONMENT CONFERENCES  ENVIRONMENT CONFERENCES      

OCTOBER 3-7                                      
Australian  Association of envi-
ronmental Educators AAEE Na-
tional Conference Bunbury WA 

www.aaeeconf2006.org  

NOVEMBER 24-26                                     
Hand in Hand Pathways for a sus-
tainable future in the early years 
through environmental education. 
The first early childhood environ-
mental Conference in Australiasia 
to be held at Christchurch College 
of Education 

http://ecteacher.interact.ac.nz                                                  

BECOME A 
FRIEND of NSW 

ECEEN 
Be our 
friend……….                                         
A Friend is entitled to 
borrow  resource kits, 
enter the SPROuts 
Award & attend free 
network meetings                    
So why not join…….     
only $22.                                                                                           
Go to 
www.ealychildhoodaust
ralia.org.aus/
nsw_branch/eceen.html  
and download a form 
today!!! 

Share your ideas  and 
views with ECEEN   
email                                 
nswceen@earlychildhood.org.au 


